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SUBJECT: OGINGA ODINGA PACTION ACCUSED OF DEVELOPING PLAN TO PUSH 
LUO POLITICAL CANDIDATES 

REF: A) 77 NAIROBI 16435; B) 77 NAIROBI 16378 

1. SUMMARY: POLITICAL ADVERSARIES OF EX- VICE PRESIDENT 
JARAMOGI OGINGA ODINGA HAVE INTENSIFIED EPPORTS TO DISCREDIT 
HIM AND HIS ASSOCIATES AND PERHAPS, TO PROVIKE HIM INTO A 
REACTION WHICH WILL LEAD TO HIS DETENTION. END SUMMARY. 

2. POLLOWING ON HEELS OP ODINGA'S BRIBE ARREST LAST MONTH 
IN NAIROBI (SEE REPTELS), ANTI-ODINGA POLITICIANS HAVE 

TINT EASED HEATED PRESS CAMPAIGN ALLEGING THAT WITH ODINGA'S 
LEADERSHIP GROUP OP LUO'S UNDER AUSPICES OF LUO TRIBAL 
WELFARE ASSOCIATION (LUO UNION) HAVE BEEN MEETING SECRETLY 
TO PLAN STRATEGY FOR MUNICIPAL AND NATIONAL ELECTIONS DUE TO 
TAKE PLACE IN LATE 1978 AND 1979 RESPECTIVELY. PRESS 
REPORTS EMANATING PROM "INPORMED SOURCES" SUGGEST 
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THAT GROUP HAS ESTABLISHED GOAL OP COLLECTING 20 MILLION 
SHILLINGS TO BE USED IN GENERAL SUPPORT OF LUO CANDIDATES 
THROUGHOUT COUNTRY, AND SPECIPICALLY TO UNSEAT LUO MP'S 
AND OTHERS WHO HAVE OPPOSED ODINGA'S COMEBACK PLANS. 

DOCUMENT PURPORTING TO BE MINUTES OP ONE OP MEETINGS CHAIRED 
BY ODINGA, QUOTES ODINGA AS STATING THAT GROUP WILL GET 
AID FROM SOME COUNTRIES AND SOME BIG COMPANIES. ANOTHER 
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PRESS ACCOUNT HAS IT THAT GROUP OF ODINGA SUPPORTERS HAVE 
ALREADY TRAVELLED TO ANGOLA TO ARRANGE FINANCIAL SUPPORT. 

3. ODINGA HIMSELF AND HIS KEY SUPPORTERS DENY THAT ANY 
SUCH MEETINGS EVER TOOK PLACE OR THAT ANY PLAN TO SUPPORT 
SYSTEMATICALLY LUO CANDIDATES IN NEXT ELECTIONS EXISTS. 

THEY INSIST PRESENT PRESS CAMPAIGN IS PART OF EFFORT TO 
DIVIDE LUOS, DISCREDIT ODINGA, AND THEREBY RENDER LUOS 
POLITICALLY IMPOTENT. PROMINENT LUOS SUCH AS PAUL MBOYA, 
CHAIRMAN OF LUO UNION, AS WELL AS A NUMBER OF MP'S 
SYMPATHETIC TO ODINGA, HAVE DENOUNCED PRESS REPORTS AS 
FICTITIOUS, AND HAVE CALLED ON GOVERNMENT TO INVESTIGATE PRESS 
REPORTS AND ANNOUNCE RESULTS. PRIVATELY, THESE LUOS ARE 
SAYING THAT VILIFICATION EFFORT IS WORK OF POLITICAL 
OPERATIVES WORKING FOR VP MOI AND ATTORNEY GENERAL 
NJONJO. THESE MEN HAVE BEEN PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR 
BLOCKING ODINGA'S POLITICAL REEMERGENCE OVER PAST TWO YEARS. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE ON SURFACE IT APPEARS HARDLY 
NEWSWORTHY OR SURPRISING THAT LUOS OR ANY OTHER INTEREST 
GROUP IN KENYA MIGHT MEET TO DISCUSS FUND RAISING AND 

TO IDENTIFY CANDIDATES TO BE SUPPORTED IN NEXT ELECTIONS, 
PECULIARITIES OF KENYAN POLITICAL SITUATION WOULD IMBUE 
SUCH MEETINGS WITH CONSIDERABLE SIGNIFICANCE. DESPITE 
FACT THAT TRIBALISM REMAINS A MAJOR FACTOR LURKING 
BENEATH SURFACE IN THIS COUNTRY, IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
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DISCOURAGED OFFICIALLY. CANDIDATES FOR PUBLIC OFFICE 
CAMPAIGN AS INDIVIDUAL KENYANS, NOT AS KIKUYUS, LUOS OR 
KAMBAS, ETC. KENYANS, IN GENERAL, RECOGNIZE DANGER OF 
PERMITTING POLITICAL COMPETITION TO DEGENERATE INTO CONFLICT 
ALONG TRIBAL LINES. PURPOSE OF CURRENT PRESS CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST ODINGA AND HIS ASSOCIATES APPEARS TO BE TO CREATE PUBLIC 
IMPRESSION THAT THESE MEN ARE ENDANGERING NATIONAL UNITY 
AND STABILITY BY FOMENTING TRIBALISM. FURTHERMORE, 

ALLEGATION THAT ODINGA MADE REFERENCE TO TAPPING FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT RECALLS CIRCUMSTANCES 
WHICH LED TO BANNING OF KENYA PEOPLE'S UNION AND TO HIS 
(ODINGA'S) ARREST IN 1969, AND PROROGATES INSINUATION 
THAT ODINGA REMAINS UNDER INFLUENCE OF FOREIGN (COMMUNIST) 
COUNTRIES. 

5. CLEARLY, FROM ODINGA'S VANTAGE POINT, IT IS IMPORTANT 
THAT THESE PRESS REPORTS BE DEBUNKED. AT SAME TIME, 

HOWEVER, ODINGA'S MEN ARE FEARFUL THAT 
OVERREACTION WILL PLAY INTO ADVERSARIES' HANDS BY 
CREATING KIND OF PUBLIC POLITICAL DISSENSION WHICH 
COULD SERVE AS PRETEXT TO ARREST ODINGA AGAIN. 
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